Dave’s Laptop

January 12, 2016

As I suggested in December, while it’s
easy for those of us who have followed Jesus
for a while to begin to take it for granted,
the Incarnation is both a Really Big Deal
and a Rather Large Problem. As Paul put it,
God in human flesh is “a stumbling block
to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles”
(1 Corinthians 1:23). It has ever been so,
and remains so to this day. I’d like to offer
a few more thoughts and resources on that
subject for your consideration.
Although the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark & Luke) give us the birth narratives,
it is John who emphasizes what the Incarnation means:
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made;
without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life
was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.
There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify
concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. He himself was not the light;
he came only as a witness to the light.
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the world,
and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came
to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who did receive
him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—
children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will,
but born of God.
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen
his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father,
full of grace and truth (John 1:1-14).
Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the
spirits to see whether they are from God, because
many false prophets have gone out into the world.
This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God:
Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus
Christ has come in the flesh is from God,
but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus
is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist,
which you have heard is coming and even now
is already in the world (1 John 4:1-3).
The early Church struggled to find ways
to describe their experience with God as Creator,
Redeemer, and Counselor. Long familiar with
“the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,” first-century believers became persuaded that
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Jesus of Nazareth was somehow that same God, just as He said He was. And then,
on Pentecost, the Father sent the Spirit just as Jesus had promised, and those believers
became persuaded through their own personal experience that the Spirit was somehow
that same God, as well.
The idea of the Trinity developed over time
as Christians tried to make sense of their experience
with this Three-Personal God. The early Church
Councils were greatly concerned with defining what
understandings were “orthodox” and which were
“heterodox” or “heresy,” and the Creeds they
formulated were sometimes fiercely debated.
The Apostles’ Creed (c. A.D. 140), the Nicene
Creed (c. A.D. 325), the Athanasian Creed
(c. A.D. 350), and the Chalcedonian Creed (c. A.D. 451), are the most famous of these
pronouncements, and I’ve attached a highlighted version of each that shows their wrestling
with the idea of Incarnation.
More recently, the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message document, building on these
and other historic Baptist creeds, described in a general way what we at Columbia Baptist
Fellowship believe about many major theological issues, the Incarnation among them.
While not obligatory, and not intended to be a test for membership, this statement is a fairly
good summary of what most Baptists believe. Here’s how the BF&M addresses the questions
related to Trinity and Incarnation:
Article II. God
There is one and only one living and true God. He is an intelligent,
spiritual, and personal Being, the Creator, Redeemer, Preserver,
and Ruler of the universe. God is infinite in holiness and all other
perfections. To him we owe the highest love, reverence, and
obedience. The eternal God reveals Himself to us as Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, with distinct personal attributes, but without
division of nature, essence, or being.
1. God the Father
God as Father reigns with providential care over His universe, His
creatures, and the flow of the stream of human history according to
the purposes of His grace. He is all powerful, all loving, and all wise.
God is Father in truth to those who become children of God through
faith in Jesus Christ. He is fatherly in his attitude toward all men.
Genesis 1:1; 2:7; Exodus 3:14; 6:2-3; 15:11ff.; 20:1ff.; Leviticus 22:2;
Deuteronomy 6:4; 32:6; 1 Chronicles 29:10; Psalm 19:1-3; Isaiah 43:3,15; 64:8; Jeremiah
10:10; 17:13; Matthew 6:9ff.; 7:11; 23:9; 28:19; Mark 1:9-11; John 4:24; 5:26; 14:6-13;
17:1-8; Acts 1:7; Romans 8:14-15; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 4:6;
Colossians 1:15; 1 Timothy 1:17; Hebrews 11:6; 12:9; 1 Peter 1:17; 1 John 5:7.
2. God the Son
Christ is the eternal Son of God. In His incarnation as Jesus Christ He was conceived
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. Jesus perfectly revealed and did the will
of God, taking upon Himself the demands and necessities of human nature and
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identifying Himself completely with mankind yet without sin. He honored the divine
law by His personal obedience, and in His death on the cross He made provision for
the redemption of men from sin. He was raised from the dead with a glorified body
and appeared to His disciples as the person who was with them before His crucifixion.
He ascended into heaven and is now exalted at the right hand of God where He is
the One Mediator, partaking of the nature of God and of man, and in whose Person
is effected the reconciliation between God and man. He will return in power and glory
to judge the world and to consummate His redemptive mission. He now dwells in all
believers as the living and ever present Lord.
Genesis 18:1ff.; Psalms 2:7ff.; 110:1ff.; Isaiah 7:14; 53; Matthew 1:18-23; 3:17; 8:29;
11:27; 14:33; 16:16,27; 17:5; 27; 28:1-6,19; Mark 1:1; 3:11; Luke 1:35; 4:41; 22:70;
24:46; John 1:1-18,29; 10:30,38; 11:25-27; 12:44-50; 14:7-11; 16:15-16,28; 17:1-5, 2122; 20:1-20,28; Acts 1:9; 2:22-24; 7:55-56; 9:4-5,20; Romans 1:3-4; 3:23-26; 5:6-21; 8:13,34; 10:4; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 2:2; 8:6; 15:1-8,24-28; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21; 8:9;
Galatians 4:4-5; Ephesians 1:20; 3:11; 4:7-10; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 1:13-22;
2:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 1 Timothy 2:5-6; 3:16; Titus 2:13-14; Hebrews 1:1-3; 4:1415; 7:14-28; 9:12-15,24-28; 12:2; 13:8; 1 Peter 2:21-25; 3:22; 1 John 1:7-9; 3:2; 4:14-15;
5:9; 2 John 7-9; Revelation 1:13-16; 5:9-14; 12:10-11; 13:8; 19:16.
3. God the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God. He inspired holy men of old to write the Scriptures.
Through illumination He enables men to understand truth. He exalts Christ.
He convicts of sin, of righteousness and of judgment. He calls men to the Saviour,
and effects regeneration. He cultivates Christian character, comforts believers, and
bestows the spiritual gifts by which they serve God through His church. He seals the
believer unto the day of final redemption. His presence in the Christian is the assurance
of God to bring the believer into the fullness of the stature of Christ. He enlightens and
empowers the believer and the church in worship, evangelism, and service.
Genesis 1:2; Judges 14:6; Job 26:13; Psalms 51:11; 139:7ff.; Isaiah 61:1-3; Joel 2:28-32;
Matthew 1:18; 3:16; 4:1; 12:28-32; 28:19; Mark 1:10,12; Luke 1:35; 4:1,18-19; 11:13;
12:12; 24:49; John 4:24; 14:16-17,26; 15:26; 16:7-14; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4,38; 4:31; 5:3; 6:3;
7:55; 8:17,39; 10:44; 13:2; 15:28; 16:6; 19:1-6; Romans 8:9-11,14-16,26-27;
1 Corinthians 2:10-14; 3:16; 12:3-11; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30; 5:18;
1 Thessalonians 5:19; 1 Timothy 3:16; 4:1; 2 Timothy 1:14; 3:16; Hebrews 9:8,14;
2 Peter 1:21; 1 John 4:13; 5:6-7; Revelation 1:10; 22:17.
If you want a worthy exercise in systematic theology, I encourage you to look up the
references cited—or even a few of them—and see whether or not you agree that the statements
are accurate representations of what the Bible itself says about who God is.
Dave
P.S. I think I’ve told you before about the wonderful prayer resource,
Operation World. This year I’m going to append part of the readings
for the days I write Laptops as a way to encourage you to pray more
specifically for the Great Commission Enterprise. I also encourage
you to get the book for yourself! The material comes from the
Operation World DVD-ROM 2010, www.operationworld.org.
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