Theological Musings from Dave’s Laptop
December 18, 2018 1
As I’m sure you know, a week from today will be
CHRISTmas Day. I had thought I’d write something more
“Christmassy” than what follows, but we need to be aware of
and praying for our Christian sisters and brothers around
the world who experience increased persecution during this
season . . . especially in China.
The Chinese Communist Party, led by President Xi
Jinping, continues its intense efforts to strangle religious
faith in that vast land. In recent months, thousands of
Chinese Christians and Christian churches have been told
to take down displays of Jesus, crosses, and Gospel passages
from their homes and to replace them with pictures of
President Xi Jinping. The government is openly trying to
“transform believers in religion into believers in the party.”
China strengthened its Religious Affairs Regulation
last year (see Congressional Report at link below),2 giving
grass-roots officials more power to act against churches. Villagers are being told that if they
do not make these replacements, they will become ineligibile for any government assistance.
Although China is the world’s largest
publisher of Bibles, Chinese residents are
blocked from buying them. The Chinese
Communist Party wants to stamp out
“Western” thinking, with Christian faith
being high on that list. Christians make up
about 5% of the Chinese population.
Muslims are less than 2%, and about 18%
identify as Buddhist.
The large Zion Church in Beijing
was shut down in September. The party
wanted the church to install face-recognition
cameras in its worship center, and it refused to do so.

1 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote “I Heard the Bells” on Christmas Day, 1863. The context
was the U.S. Civil War. Sources for this column include:
https://factsandtrends.net/2018/08/09/chinese-officials-replace-images-of-jesus-with-portraits-ofcommunist-leader/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2017/november/china-christians-jesus-communistpresident-xi-jinping-yugan.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/with-wider-crackdowns-on-religion-xischina-seeks-to-put-state-stamp-on-faith/2018/09/15/b035e704-b7f0-11e8-b79ff6e31e555258_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.cb9eb715f56e
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/politics/article/2177720/protestant-pastor-wang-yidetained-and-facing-charges-china
2 https://docs.house.gov/meetings/FA/FA16/20180927/108730/HHRG-115-FA16-WstateFuB-20180927.pdf
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Pastor Jim Mingri noted that “The
Communist Party has begun to see religion as a
competitor. It’s not just [Protestant] Christianity,
but also Catholicism, Buddhism, and Islam.
They want all of us to pledge our loyalty to the
party.”
Chinese authorities began their attack by
putting pressure on individual members to stop
attending the church. Some had their children
ejected from school. Some had their company
accounts inspected. Some lost their jobs.
September restrictions included forbidding the streaming of religious services, prayer,
or preaching on the Internet. Minors are also forbidden from participating in religious
activities, preventing faith from being transmitted to new generations.
Earlier this month, 60 police interrupted worship in the 5,000 member Rongguilli
Church in Guangzhou, seized Bibles and cell phones, and closed the church, citing “illegal
gathering” and “illegal publishing.”
On December 9, Pastor Wang Yi of the Early Rain
Covenant Church, one of China’s most prominent unofficial
churches, was criminally detained for allegedly “inciting
subversion of state power.” While most of China’s Protestant
house churches operate “underground,” the Early Rain
congregation practices its faith openly, posting sermons
online and evangelizing on the streets.
The church, located in Chengdu, was raided on a
Sunday evening and more than 100 were taken into custody.
The church was charged with “organizing illegal events” and
“promoting illegal material”—Bibles.
According to China’s criminal code, the charges could result in imprisonment for 5-15
years. Pastor Yi’s wife has also been taken into custody, and his mother and eleven-year-old
son are under 24-hour surveillance.
Unbowed and unintimidated, about 60 Early Rain members held a service the next
Sunday (last Sunday) in a nearby
riverside park, singing hymns and
praying. Two days after Wang was
arrested, church members released
an open letter he wrote in September.
He had given instructions that the
document be released if he went
missing for more than 48 hours.
(This letter follows.)3

3 Before becoming a pastor, Yi was a human rights activist and a constitutional scholar wellknown in the global Chinese community. He met with President Bush in the White House in 2006.
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All of these persecutions have been timed to interfere with CHRISTmas celebrations.
Yet, despite increased persecution, Christianity is expected to continue its explosive growth
in China.
What do you think YOU would do in similar
circumstances? And China is actually “only” #43 on the
World Watch List of nations in which Christians are
persecuted. That means that things are worse in 42
other countries.
Pray on!
Dave
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If you want to think more deeply about following Jesus where that is difficult, read
The Insanity of God and The Insanity of Obedience.

There’s more . . .
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Letter From a Chengdu Jail by Wang Yi
12-16-2018
Steve Warren

Pastor Wang Yi. Screenshot courtesy: Early Rain Church/YouTube
On Dec. 9, Chinese authorities arrested Pastor Wang Yi and more than 100 members of
the Early Rain Covenant Church.
As CBN News
reported(http://www1.cbn.com/cbnnews/cwn/2018/december/persecution-is-a-priceworth-paying-chinese-church-resilient-after-pastor-100-members-detained), Pastor Wang's
home was raided and ransacked by police. The raid may have been triggered by a
7,300 words manifesto titled "Meditations on the Religious War," which Pastor Wang
wrote and posted on social media.
In it, he condemns China's Communist Party and urges Christians to perform acts of civil
disobedience.
Pastor Yi criticized the government for forcing its citizens to engage in "Caesar worship"
by treating President Xi Jinping like a god.
He wrote that ideology "is morally incompatible with the Christian faith and all those who
uphold freedom of the mind and thought."
"His home was ransacked. It was a mess," Zhang Guoqing told The South China
Morning Reporter. "The police said our church is an illegal organization and we cannot
attend any more gatherings from now on."
There has been no word from the pastor or the church members since their arrest.
Foreseeing his possible arrest, Yi wrote a letter titled "My Declaration of Faithful
file:///Users/jagolds/Downloads/Letter%20From%20a%20Chengdu%20Jail%20by%20Wang%20Yi%20%7C%20CBN%20News.html
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Disobedience" back in September with the instructions that it should be published by his
church should he be detained more than 48 hours. Brent Pinkall and Amy Cheung are
credited with the translation of the letter into English. The church released the letter on
Wednesday. The entire letter is published below.
My Declaration of Faithful Disobedience
On the basis of the teachings of the Bible and the mission of the gospel, I respect the
authorities God has established in China. For God deposes kings and raises up kings.
This is why I submit to the historical and institutional arrangements of God in China.
As a pastor of a Christian church, I have my own understanding and views, based on the
Bible, about what righteous order and good government is. At the same time, I am filled
with anger and disgust at the persecution of the church by this Communist regime, at
the wickedness of their depriving people of the freedoms of religion and of conscience.
But changing social and political institutions is not the mission I have been called to, and
it is not the goal for which God has given his people the gospel.
For all hideous realities, unrighteous politics, and arbitrary laws manifest the
Jesus Christ, the only means by which every Chinese person must be saved.
manifest the fact that true hope and a perfect society will never be found in
transformation of any earthly institution or culture but only in our sins being
forgiven by Christ and in the hope of eternal life.

cross of
They also
the
freely

As a pastor, my firm belief in the gospel, my teaching, and my rebuking of all evil
proceeds from Christ’s command in the gospel and from the unfathomable love of that
glorious King. Every man’s life is extremely short, and God fervently commands the
church to lead and call any man to repentance who is willing to repent. Christ is eager
and willing to forgive all who turn from their sins. This is the goal of all the efforts of
the church in China—to testify to the world about our Christ, to testify to the Middle
Kingdom about the Kingdom of Heaven, to testify to earthly, momentary lives about
heavenly, eternal life. This is also the pastoral calling that I have received.
For this reason, I accept and respect the fact that this Communist regime has been
allowed by God to rule temporarily. As the Lord’s servant John Calvin said, wicked rulers
are the judgment of God on a wicked people, the goal being to urge God’s people to
repent and turn again toward Him. For this reason, I am joyfully willing to submit myself
to their enforcement of the law as though submitting to the discipline and training of the
Lord.
At the same time, I believe that this Communist regime’s persecution against the church
is a greatly wicked, unlawful action. As a pastor of a Christian church, I must denounce
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this wickedness openly and severely. The calling that I have received requires me to use
non-violent methods to disobey those human laws that disobey the Bible and God. My
Savior Christ also requires me to joyfully bear all costs for disobeying wicked laws.
But this does not mean that my personal disobedience and the disobedience of the
church is in any sense “fighting for rights” or political activism in the form of civil
disobedience, because I do not have the intention of changing any institutions or laws of
China. As a pastor, the only thing I care about is the disruption of man’s sinful nature by
this faithful disobedience and the testimony it bears for the cross of Christ.
As a pastor, my disobedience is one part of the gospel commission. Christ’s great
commission requires of us great disobedience. The goal of disobedience is not to change
the world but to testify about another world.
For the mission of the church is only to be the church and not to become a part of any
secular institution. From a negative perspective, the church must separate itself from the
world and keep itself from being institutionalized by the world. From a positive
perspective, all acts of the church are attempts to prove to the world the real existence
of another world. The Bible teaches us that, in all matters relating to the gospel and
human conscience, we must obey God and not men. For this reason, spiritual
disobedience and bodily suffering are both ways we testify to another eternal world and
to another glorious King.
This is why I am not interested in changing any political or legal institutions in China.
I’m not even interested in the question of when the Communist regime’s policies
persecuting the church will change. Regardless of which regime I live under now or in
the future, as long as the secular government continues to persecute the church,
violating human consciences that belong to God alone, I will continue my faithful
disobedience. For the entire commission God has given me is to let more Chinese people
know through my actions that the hope of humanity and society is only in the
redemption of Christ, in the supernatural, gracious sovereignty of God.
If God decides to use the persecution of this Communist regime against the church to
help more Chinese people to despair of their futures, to lead them through a wilderness
of spiritual disillusionment and through this to make them know Jesus, if through this he
continues disciplining and building up his church, then I am joyfully willing to submit to
God’s plans, for his plans are always benevolent and good.
Precisely because none of my words and actions are directed toward seeking and hoping
for societal and political transformation, I have no fear of any social or political power.
For the Bible teaches us that God establishes governmental authorities in order to
terrorize evildoers, not to terrorize doers of good. If believers in Jesus do no wrong then
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they should not be afraid of dark powers. Even though I am often weak, I firmly believe
this is the promise of the gospel. It is what I’ve devoted all of my energy to. It is the
good news that I am spreading throughout Chinese society.
I also understand that this happens to be the very reason why the Communist regime is
filled with fear at a church that is no longer afraid of it.
If I am imprisoned for a long or short period of time, if I can help reduce the
authorities’ fear of my faith and of my Savior, I am very joyfully willing to help them in
this way. But I know that only when I renounce all the wickedness of this persecution
against the church and use peaceful means to disobey, will I truly be able to help the
souls of the authorities and law enforcement. I hope God uses me, by means of first
losing my personal freedom, to tell those who have deprived me of my personal freedom
that there is an authority higher than their authority, and that there is a freedom that
they cannot restrain, a freedom that fills the church of the crucified and risen Jesus
Christ.
Regardless of what crime the government charges me with, whatever filth they fling at
me, as long as this charge is related to my faith, my writings, my comments, and my
teachings, it is merely a lie and temptation of demons. I categorically deny it. I will
serve my sentence, but I will not serve the law. I will be executed, but I will not plead
guilty.
Moreover, I must point out that persecution against the Lord’s church and against all
Chinese people who believe in Jesus Christ is the most wicked and the most horrendous
evil of Chinese society. This is not only a sin against Christians. It is also a sin against
all non-Christians. For the government is brutally and ruthlessly threatening them and
hindering them from coming to Jesus. There is no greater wickedness in the world than
this.
If this regime is one day overthrown by God, it will be for no other reason than God’s
righteous punishment and revenge for this evil. For on earth, there has only ever been a
thousand-year church. There has never been a thousand-year government. There is only
eternal faith. There is no eternal power.
Those who lock me up will one day be locked up by angels. Those who interrogate me
will finally be questioned and judged by Christ. When I think of this, the Lord fills me
with a natural compassion and grief toward those who are attempting to and actively
imprisoning me. Pray that the Lord would use me, that he would grant me patience and
wisdom, that I might take the gospel to them.
Separate me from my wife and children, ruin my reputation, destroy my life and my
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family – the authorities are capable of doing all of these things. However, no one in this
world can force me to renounce my faith; no one can make me change my life; and no
one can raise me from the dead.
And so, respectable officers, stop committing evil. This is not for my benefit but rather
for yours and your children’s. I plead earnestly with you to stay your hands, for why
should you be willing to pay the price of eternal damnation in hell for the sake of a
lowly sinner such as I?
Jesus is the Christ, son of the eternal, living God. He died for sinners and rose to life for
us. He is my king and the king of the whole earth yesterday, today, and forever. I am
his servant, and I am imprisoned because of this. I will resist in meekness those who
resist God, and I will joyfully violate all laws that violate God’s laws.
The Lord’s servant,
Wang Yi
Yi is a prominent evangelical pastor in China. He was listed as one of the "50 Most
Influential Public Intellectuals of China" by Southern People Weekly. He met with
President George W. Bush at the White House in 2006 to discuss religious freedom in
China. And Yi came back to Washington in 2008 to attend the Conference for Global
Christians in Law and was awarded "Prize for the Contribution to Promoting Religious
Freedom, according to Wikipedia.
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