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Theological Musings from Dave’s Laptop  
April 4, 2017 

As you may remember,  
our church in Louisville was near 
Southern Seminary, and many 
seminary-related folk worshiped  
with us.  One of those families  
was the Wakefields. 

Larry and Peggy were 
Southern Baptist missionaries to 
Mexico, and one of their children, 
Mark, was a teenager when they 
were with us.  Mark was later 
appointed himself as a Southern Baptist 

missionary to Guatemala, where he began work with street boys in the mountain city of 
Huehuetenango.  Some years later, the Southern Baptist International Mission Board wanted 
Mark to relocate, but his heart was still committed to his “lost boys,” so he resigned from the 
IMB staff to continue the work on his own. 

Some of you have met Mark when he spoke to us a couple of years ago, and we give 
every year to his work through our church budget.  I hope that you also keep up with him via 
his Facebook page, which is where he does most of his updating about the work.  (And while 
you’re at FB, you should also check out our CBF page, which is being wonderfully shepherded 
by Marilyn Dobyns!!). 

I recently got a prayer update from Mark via snail mail that I’ve included as the main 
part of this week’s Laptop.  Mark is truly an amazing Force for Jesus in the mountains of 
Central America, and I hope that you’ll be fervent in prayer for his work.  Perhaps one day  
we can take a mission group to help him for a bit. 

Four days until Holy Week. 

Dave 
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2017 has already turned out to be a 
year both full of blessings and 

huge challenges. 

-- 

ZONA JUV£NIL. 

Dear praying friends and family, 

At the Youth Ranch Home we began the year with Ranch Manager David choosing to work on 
a thesis instead of pursing a Master's Degree at this time. Four young men, including builder 
Henry, are in high school and next spring Honorio will begin his university studies. We have 
eleven boys thriving in our home school program with Professor Alfredo. 

On March 1 Qth. a riot at a government orphanage outside of Guatemala City left forty 
adolescent girls dead and-dozens more wounded This affected our homefor--a number-of 
reasons. Six of our boys have done time in the "government safe orphanage", a place that is 
simply a prison disguised as a "safe place" for children and adolescents who come all types of 
backgrounds. 

We also had six boys we knew to be inside at the time of 
the riots and fire that took so many lives. Jeshua came to 
us January 3rd. and if he had not have accepted the deal to 
come to the Ranch, he would still be inside. Temporary 
protection case Miguel is also here, but he was headed to 
the government orphanage in February, before a judge 
offered him the chance to stay with us. 

This week we received Antonio. Antonio has been out of 
our home for three years, and he was sent to the 
government home in November. He disappeared and "was 
lost" by the government during the riots. When he "was found" again, we contacted the 
courts about him returning to us. Antonio is deaf, so accepting him back here has 
brought its own set of challenges, but we are glad he is now safe with us. 

In the past six months, local donations have picked up to the point where God is 
providing much of the food we need here at the home. Local friends and businesses are 
beginning to understand the importance of supporting the Youth Ranch, and the fact that 
every boy that is safe and growing in our home is one less boy on the streets. This past 
weekend local media outlets held a huge fundraiser and we received part of those 
donations including food, clothing, pillows. and shoes. Each week we are amazed at how God 
provides for our every need here at the home. 

One of our protection case only knew abuse and abandonment. From a young age his family 
tossed him from home to home. A grandmother tried to offer him stability, but at age fourteen 
an uncle severely sexually abused him, a series of events that completely destroyed his life. 
His family turned against him, the victim, and soon he fled to the streets where gang 
involvement provided him a family and violence and drugs a pseudo-therapy. The spiral ended 


